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TAGS: EAGR, TS 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN AGRICULTURAL SITUATION. DROUGHT SEVERELY 
AFFECTING LIVESTOCK, CEREALS THREATENED 

REF: TUNIS 180 (NOTAL) 

1 . TUNISIA IS IN SEVERE DROUGHT. POTENTIALLY, AGRI 
CULTURAL SITUATION COULD BE MORE SERIOUS THAN LAST 
YEAR'S LOSS OF NEARLY 50 PERCENT OF GRAIN CROP. BOTH 
CEREALS AND DRYLAND FORAGE PLANTINGS ARE SUFFERING 
FROM LACK OF WATER IN SOIL PROFILE THROUGHOUT DRYLAND 
CORPPING REGIONS AS RESULT OF INADEQUATE PRECIPITA- 
TION FROM JANUARY 1977 TO PRESENT. 

2. LIVESTOCK FEED SITUATION ALREADY IS CRITICAL AND 
ANIMALS ARE BEING RUSHED TO MARKET. CEREAL CROP 
COULD BE ALMOST TOTAL LOSS UNLESS ADEQUATE RAIN IS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 TUNIS 00375 18081 1Z 

FORTHCOMING WITHIN NEXT FEW WEEKS. 

3. THIS IS CONSENSUS OF OPINIONS EXPRESSED BY LOCAL 
AGRICULTURAL AGENTS AND FARMERS TO USAID/TUNIS ASSIS- 
TANT AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER ON FIELD TRIP 
LAST WEEK THROUGHOUT DRYLAND (RAINFED) AGRICULTURAL 
AREAS OF TUNISIA, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNTERPART 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL. THEY STUDIED PRE- 
SENT CROPPING SITUATION REGARDING BOTH LIVESTOCK 
FORAGE AND FEEDSTUFFS SITUATION AS WELL AS OUTLOOK 
FOR CEREALS CROP IN AREA EXTENDING FROM TUNIS IN NORTH 
TO GAFSA IN SOUTHESAST PART OF COUNTRY. 

4. GOT IS TAKING EMERGENCY MEASURES IN RESPECT TO 
LIVESTOCK, INCLUDING IMPORATION OF FODDER BY NATIONAL 
LIVESTOCK OFFICE. HOWEVER, BOTH IN TERMS OF TIME- 
LINESS AND VOLUME, IMPORTS ARE LIKELY TO REACH ONLY 
FRACTION OF LIVESTOCK POPULATION (1976 TOTALS: 5.8 
MILLION SHEEP, 900 THOUSAND CATTLE, 88 THOUSAND 
GOATS, 288 THOUSAND DONKEYS, HORSES AND MULES AND 

103 THOUSAND CAMELS). 

5. AGRICULTURE CONTRIBUTES 20 PERCENT OF TUNISIA'S 

$5 BILLION GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT AND ACCOUNTS FOR 
40 PERCENT OF EMPLOYMENT. LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION IS 
MOST IMPORTANT SUB-SECTOR, FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY CEREALS. 
MULCAHY 
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